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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONCERNING 
THE OLD TOWN MILL 


The following letter dated 12 December 
1956 was received by the Secretary of the 
Society frrom the City Manager. 


"The Council of the City of New London 
has asked me to inquire whether any his-. 
torical society would be interested in | 
operating and maintaining the Old Town 
Mill. A few years ago the City made re-. 
novations and repairs to the Mill and in 
recent years it has been the target of 
juvenile vandalism. The Council apparent- 
ly feels that the property could best be 
protected if it were put under the contro] 
of some society such as yours. 


'tt would very much appreciate hearing 
from you in this matter." 


We reproduce below the reply of the 
Society's president, dated ! February. 
"Your letter of 12 December to Miss Marion 
E. Clarke, secretary, regarding the 
Society's interest in operating and main-= 
taining the Old Town Mill. is acknowledged. 


"Evidence of the Society's interest in the 
problem that is presented by the. damage 
caused by mischievous trespassers is con-~ 
tained in the enclosed copy of our Bulletin 
for October 1956. 


"We are reminded daily of the dangers that 
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beset untenanted buildings. Houses int 
process of construction, homes left un- 
guarded by vacationists, old buildings 
such as the Mill that lack resident cus-— 
todians--all these are prey to vandals. 
They need protection and constant care, 


‘The Society is not in a position to pro- 
vide protective control over the Town 
Mill. Recognizing the need for a resi- 
dent custodian with suitable quarters, 
the following suggestions are offered 
with the assurance that the Society wil] 
cooperate with the City in their imple- 
mentation. 


''(]) Confident that the City is made up. 
of people who are interested in maintain- 
ing historic landmarks such as the Old 
Town Mill, it is proposed that the in- 
habitants of New London be offered an 
opportunity to purchase an interest in 
the Mil] at $1.00 per share. This share, 
in the form of a ticket inscribed with 
the name of the purchaser, would entitle. 
him to admission to the Mill at such : 
times as it was open to visitors. Child-— 
ren's shares could be sold at a lower | 


fee. We believe every child would pro- 


tect the Mill if he felt this proprietar 
interest. Other visitors would be charg 
ed a modest admission fee. 


''(2) Descriptive illustrated leaflets or 


booklets about the Mill to be sold at a 


fixed charge through such agents as the 


City's Department of Administration and 
the Historical Society. The Society will 
gladly assist in the preparation of such 
material. 


(3) Publicity be given to the task con- 
fronting the City of New London by the pre- 
sent condition of the Mill by talks in the 
schools on the history of the Mill and its 
importance as a civic attraction, by talks 
before clubs and civic and military organ- 
izations. The Society will provide speak- 
ers for this purpose on the City's 
invitation. 


NAT] these steps lead to hoped for support 
by the residents of New London and the sur- 
rounding towns, to assist the City in ful- 
filling its obligation in restoring and 

operating in an appropriate manner what is 
undoubtedly New London's most uke his- 
toric attraction. 


“tb will be glad to discuss the matter fur- 
ther with you or members of the bl ey, Counci | 
upon your invitation." 


“ QPEN HOUSE DAY TO BE OBSERVED 
FEBRUARY 22ND 


_ he Society will hold its annual Open House 
on.Washington's Birthday. 


"The Mansion will be open to the membership 


“and to all interested residents of New 
. London from one to five o'clock. Tea and 


coffee will be served from three o'clock on. 


This yearly event provides an opportunity 
for the membership to meet in the house 
where General Washington, Commodore Hopkins, 
Governor Trumbull and other notable folk of 
the Revolutionary period visited with the 
Shaw family during the years when the Man- 
sion was the political and social center of 
the town. The younger generations are par- 
‘ticularly welcome on this occasion, for to 
many of them this visit provides the first 
opportunity to see a house containing au- 
thentic 18th and 19th century furnishings 
and portraits. The hundreds of school 
children who come to the Mansion year after 
year marvel at the spacious way of living 
that is represented. Their reactions in- 
dicate that every child responds to the 
hospitality that pervades the place. 


Special displays will show the life of the 
period. Letters bearing the signatures of 
notable persons will be exhibited. A 


of past auroras. 
‘ed from newspaper and magazine files, 
diaries, 
_ tific organizations, 
entries in ships logs and so on. 


special souvenir of the Mansion is being 
prepared for presentation to every visi- 
tor on Open House Day. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
RESEARCH PROJECT 


The coming International Geophysical Year 
presents an opportunity for the Society 
to assist in scientific research. An 
article in the January issue of the Scien- 
tific American reports that during the 
period from July 1 of this year through 
December 1958 specialists in many fields 
of science will be actively measuring 
the large-scale forces that shape our 
environment. 


One of the many facets of the IGY pro- 
gram to which amateurs can make a contri- 
bution is the observation of auroras. 
Under certain favorable conditions the 
night sky, particularly in the latitudes 
within about 20 degrees of the earth's 
magnetic poles, fills with magnificent 
displays of pastel-colored light called 


the polar aurora. 


Studérits of these phenomena are asked to 


search historic records for observations 
Accounts can be recover- 


the minutes of scien- 
historical societies. 


‘letters, 


_ There have been 18 great outbreaks of 
- auroras in the past 109 years. 


Any re- 
ferences to them would be helpful. Al! 
findings should be forwarded to D.S$. 

Kimball at the Yale University Observatory 
in New Haven. 


Dr. Nathaniel W. Taylor's "Life ona 
Whaler'', a narrative of a whaling voyage 
from New London, August 18, 1851 to June 
4, 1853 (Vol. 2 of the Occasional Publi- 
cations of the Society)contains a des- 
cription of an aurora at Kerguelen Island 
on December 29, 1851. The author des- 
cribes the spectacle as follows: 


't saw, for the first time, this evening 
that grand display termed the aurora 
australis, or southern lights. The phe- 
nomenon was brilliantly beautiful, con- 
sisting of bright reddish, pyramidal 
coruscations inclining to yellow, undu-~ 
lating in form, and shooting upwards with 
great regularity. These streams of 


‘’ radiance met and mingled like legions rush- 
lr.g to battle and the air seemed to be full 
of conflicting fires. At one time they 


would dart away as if in precipitate flight; 


then they became quiescent, and anon they 
quivered with rapid motion. Presently the - 
whole sky was illumined with glancing 
flashes, causing an impression sublimely 
fanciful as the imagination essayed to 
follow the extravagant vagaries. At other 
times one might imagine that an invisible 
hand was setting off the artillery of the 
skies and by a strange expedient producing 
the flash without the roar." 


The Society's collection of whaling logs 
and journals probably contains other des- 
criptions of auroras. An invitation is ex- 
tended to the membership to volunteer for 

a search of these volumes in the hope that 
more information may be made available to 
the Yale Observatory. Any member who is 
interested in this work is invited to write 
to Dwight C. Lyman, c/o the Society, or to 
leave a telephone message for him with the 
custodian, Mrs. Holmes (Gibson 3-1209). 


WINTER MEETING OF CONNECTICUT 
LEAGUE AT HARTFORD ON FEBRUARY 9 


The Connecticut Historical Society wil] be 
host to the 65 member societies of the 
League on Saturday, February 9. The meet- 
ing will be held in the new auditorium ad- 
joining the society's headquarters at ] | 
Ev¥izabeth Street, Hartford. A short busi- 
ness meeting at 10:30 will be followed by 
a presentation of awards by the American 
Association for State and Local History. 
The recipients of these awards will be 
Elmer D. Keith, president of the Walling- 
ford Historical Society and founder of the 
Connecticut League, who will be recognized 
for tndividual achievement, and Charles S. 
Bissell, president of the Suffield Histor- 
ical Society, for his recent book, "Antique 
Furniture in Suffield, 1670-1835." 


"Steamboat Days on the Connecticut River'! 
is the title of the morning's talk by 
Melancthon W. Jacobus, author of the re- 
cently published book on this subject. 


After the luncheon period, during which 
coffee and dessert will be provided by the 
host, the meeting will be divided into two 
discussion groups, (1) ''Town Histories-- 
Should You Publish?'', led by Dr. Albert 


Van Dusen, state historian, and (2) ''Financ- 
ing Small Societies--What are Your Problems?" 


led by Dr. Robert J. Craig, president of 
the Cheshire Historical Society. 


The subject matter to be covered at this 
meeting makes it of more than average in- 
terest. You are cordially invited to 
attend as a representative of the Society. 


LITCHFIELD PRESENTS THE 
HISTORY OF THE BEE 


One of the most unusual and interesting 
catalogs we have received in a long time 
describes the beekeeping material repre- 
sented by the Hewitt Collection of Apicul- 
ture in the Litchfield Historical Museum. 
The foreword to the catalog, published by 
the Connecticut Beekeepers Association, 
States that the items in the collection 
typify the whole era of American beekeep- 
ing from 1624 to the present day. This 
collection is believed to be the only one 
in Connecticut, and one of several known 
collections in the country. Much of the. 
material has been donated by beekeepers. 
Some-has been found on rubbish heaps. 

The collection contains pictures, books, 
letters and newspaper items in addition 
to equipment. 


A contemporary Norwich beehive builder 

is represented by several models. A 
sampling of the many items described in- 
cludes such articles as a modern queen 
cage used to ship a queen bee through the 
mails. Sugar candy is placed in the cage 
to feed the queen and her attendants 
while travelling. There is a bee control 
timetable, which is a slide rule type dia- 
gram table covering the bee's active 
season from egg to honey harvest. Many 
will remember the cakes of beeswax common 
in all households before 1900, used to 
make hot flatirons pass smoothly over 
linens, to wax thread, and to rub on 
tight bureau drawers and windows. There 
are two posters, distributed for many 
years by the Travelers Insurance Company, 
now collectors! items, which picture 

bees outside the hive and bear the slogan, 
"The Bee that Gets the Honey Doesn't 

Hang Around the Hive.,!! 


This catalog is available for your per- 

usal. A trip to the Litchfield Histor- 
ical Museum to view this collection wil] 
provide an experience in a field that is 
unknown to most of us. 


ADDITIONAL BECKWITH 


will be mailed as soon as details are ne | 
GENEALOGICAL NOTES RECEHVED | 


SRR OES 


A copy of "Additional saceesel pieeae pre- - SOME RECENT GIFTS 


pared ‘by Frederick Harlan Beckwith of Bridge- near | 
port has been received by the Society. These Among the. valued gifts that have come to 


the Society during the last quarter are 


notes, dated 1956, include data on the Avery, ' 

Ely, Gilbert, Holmes, and Lee families and a number of articles that have been donat- 
others. An index increases une usefulness ed by Mrs. George Griswold of Old Lyme. 

of the book. : | These objects, used by the early genera- 


SOCIETY RECEIVES GIFT OF 
MAP OF HEMPSTEAD PROPERTY 


Another link with New London's past is pro- 
vided by the gift from William L. Warren of 
Litchfield of a manuscript map entitled. ° 
“Plan of 5 1/2 acres of Joshua Hempstead. 
iand.'' This valuable document which meas" 
sures approximately 12 1/4" x 7 1/4!' marks 
out the boundaries of the property and con- 
tains descriptive legends such as ''Ropeé 
walk!!, "Orchard wall'', “Apple tree by the 
orchard wall by the N.E.’ corner rope house", 
"Heap stones by rope walk'', "Highway by 
Chapman's'', The detailed measurements given 
make this map of inestimable value to those 
in charge of the restoration of the house ~ 
and the preservation of this historic pro- 
perty. The map will be on display beginning 
February 22. 


SPECIAL MARCH EVENT PLANNED 


Correspondence has been undertaken with an 
authority in a special field with the hope 
that he may accept our invitation to ad- 
dress an evening meeting of the Society in 
March. His subject is closely woven into 
the Mansion's early history. Arrangements 
for the meeting depend on the speaker's... . 
availability. Announcements of this event.- 
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tions of the Shaw-Perkins families, in- 
clude a mahogany sofa, a console-table 
and:stand, a mirror with a carved wooden 
frame, and a large. blue and white china 
tureen and platter. Mrs. Griswold's 
generosity enables the Society to add 
more. authentic material to its historic 
home. 


Miss Elizabeth Sweet of New London has 
donated an upholstered footstool formerly 
owned by a member of the Perkins family, 
a framed engraving of Miss Frances M. 
Caulkins, a pair of photographs of the 
Mount Vernon'' house, a pair of brass 
candlesticks, and a framed oil painting 
of New: London's Town Mill, done by Miss 
Sweet some years ago. 


For Your Information 


The Society's telephone number is. 
Gibson 3-1209 Siig 
The Mansion is open inte ‘except 
Sunday from 1 to 4. 


Custodians in residence: 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Holmes 
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